
1. Introduction 

Everyone involved in Traditional Shotokan Karate UK (TSKUK) is entitled to participate in
Karate within an enjoyable and safe environment. As the national governing body,
TSKUK holds a moral and legal obligation to ensure that its affiliated clubs, instructors,
volunteers, and event organisers uphold the highest standards of safeguarding and
child protection. This policy reflects these statutory responsibilities, government
guidance, and complies with best practice and the World Union of Karate-Do Federation
(WUKF) requirements.

TSKUK is committed to providing a safeguarding framework that protects children and
young people, supports regional clubs in their responsibilities, and promotes a
consistent culture of vigilance, education, and accountability.

This policy outlines the standards expected nationally, supports compliance across all
regional clubs, and enables concerns to be raised and addressed through robust
procedures.

A child or young person is defined as any person under the age of 18 (Children Act
1989).

1.1 Policy Statement
TSKUK commits to the following principles:

The welfare of the child is paramount in all circumstances. All children and young
people, regardless of age, ability, culture, gender, language, race, religious belief, or
sexual identity, have the right to participate in Karate in a fun, safe, and inclusive
environment. TSKUK acknowledges that some children, including disabled children or
children from ethnic minorities, can be particularly vulnerable to abuse and
reasonable and appropriate steps will be taken to ensure their welfare. TSKUK will
take all reasonable steps to protect children from harm, abuse, discrimination, and
degrading treatment. These steps are set out in section 3.3 of the Safeguarding
Policy for Children and Adults at Risk.
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All suspicions or allegations of abuse or poor practice will be taken seriously and
responded to promptly.
All affiliated clubs and individuals working with children will be recruited
appropriately and supported with safeguarding guidance and training. More
guidance on this can be found in the Safe Practice Policy, Safe Recruitment Policy
and Training and Supervision Policy.
Working in partnership with parents, carers, and children is essential for
safeguarding. TSKUK has Codes of Conduct in place for Staff, Volunteers, Coaches,
Children and Parents to ensure everyone understands their roles and
responsibilities in respect to safeguarding.

1.2 Monitoring and Review 
TSKUK will review this policy every year or sooner if legislation, guidance, or
organisational structure changes. Designated Safeguarding Leads will gather
feedback and oversee implementation across regional clubs, including reporting
and audit mechanisms.


